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Criticism of Constitution

• One of the major Anti-Federalist criticisms 

of the Constitution was the lack of specific 

guarantees of individual freedoms.

• Enumerated (delegated) powers of 

Congress were open to interpretation.



Reaction to Arguments

• Congressman James Madison offered a 

group of amendments to safeguard civil 

liberties.

• Basis of ten amendments proposed and 

sent to states for ratification in 1789.

• Officially adopted in 1791.

• Became known as the Bill of Rights.



Two Steps in Ratification

• Proposed amendments can be offered by 

either 2/3 of Congress or by a special 

national convention called by Congress at 

the request of 2/3 of state legislatures.

• Proposed amendments must be ratified by

– ¾ of state legislatures

– ¾ of special state conventions.

• Must be approved to become part of the 

Constitution.



Purpose of Bill of Rights

• Intended to guarantee 

citizens protection 

from abuse by the 

national government.



Federal Courts

• Bill of Rights have not changed in over 
200 years.

• Federal Courts have their own 
interpretation of the Bill of Rights.

• Applied to protect individuals from the 
actions of state governments.

• 14th Amendment guarantees civil liberties 
protections of laws for all citizens.

• Federal courts have used 14th Amendment 
to apply Bill of Rights to all citizens.



Bill of Rights
• 1st

• 2nd –

• 3rd –

• 4th –

• 5th -

• 6th  -

• 7th –

• 8th –

• 9th –

• 10th –



Bill of Rights
• 1st - Establishes freedom of 

religion, speech, the press, 

assembly, petition 

• 2nd - Right to keep and bear 

arms 

• 3rd – Bans quartering of 

soldiers 

• 4th - Searches and seizures; a 

search warrant is required to 

search persons or property. 

• 5th - Due process, self-

incrimination, double 

jeopardy, rules for eminent 

domain 

• 6th  - Rights to a fair and 

speedy public trial

• 7th - Right to trial by jury in 

civil cases 

• 8th - Bans cruel and unusual 

punishment

• 9th - Certain rights in 

Constitution shall not be 

construed to deny or 

disparage other rights 

retained by the people.

• 10th - Limits the powers of the 

federal government to only 

those specifically granted by 

the constitution. 


